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Zinc Labs is incredibly grateful to the organizations and experts who supported the creation 
of these Quick Start AI Guidelines for Democratic Campaigns.

THESE GUIDELINES ARE PROUDLY SUPPORTED BY



QUICK START AI GUIDELINES FOR DEMOCRATIC CAMPAIGNS

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY .........................................................5
GUARDRAILS WHEN DEALING WITH AI ................................ 7

Guardrail 1: Don’t Put Too Much Trust in AI Tools ............................................7

Guardrail 2: Don’t Forget AI Can Be Biased, Too ............................................8

Guardrail 3: Don’t Misrepresent AI-Generated Materials as

   Authentic, or Vice Versa ........................................................................... 9

Guardrail 4: Don’t Breach the Privacy or Security of People

   Who Give You Their Data ........................................................................10

Guardrail 5: Prep for Deepfake Risks ........................................................... 11

INTRODUCING AI TO YOUR TEAM ...................................... 12
Looking Inward: Write an AI Usage Policy—with Your Team, Not for Them ........ 12

Looking Outward: Evaluate Vendors with Your Values in Mind ........................14

GETTING STARTED: PROJECTS TO TRY ................................ 16
The Elements of a Good Prompt ..................................................................16

Project 1: Drafting Social Media Content ...................................................... 17

Project 2: Summarizing and Interpreting Information .................................... 20

Project 3: Drafting a Call Time Follow-Up Email .............................................23

CLOSING THOUGHTS  ....................................................... 27
Staying Flexible and Thoughtful on AI ..........................................................27

Next Steps and Further Reading ..................................................................28

4



QUICK START AI GUIDELINES FOR DEMOCRATIC CAMPAIGNS5



QUICK START AI GUIDELINES FOR DEMOCRATIC CAMPAIGNS

| ExEcutivE Summary

Matt Hodges
Executive Director
Zinc Labs

Ben Resnik
Deputy Director,     
Tech Strategy
Zinc Labs

6



QUICK START AI GUIDELINES FOR DEMOCRATIC CAMPAIGNS

HOW TO AVOID IT

WHAT THIS MIGHT LOOK LIKE

7



QUICK START AI GUIDELINES FOR DEMOCRATIC CAMPAIGNS

| Guardrails When dealinG With ai

HOW TO AVOID IT

WHAT THIS MIGHT LOOK LIKE

8



QUICK START AI GUIDELINES FOR DEMOCRATIC CAMPAIGNS

| Guardrails When dealinG With ai 

HOW TO AVOID IT

WHAT THIS MIGHT LOOK LIKE

9



QUICK START AI GUIDELINES FOR DEMOCRATIC CAMPAIGNS

| Guardrails When dealinG With ai

HOW TO AVOID IT

WHAT THIS MIGHT LOOK LIKE

10

https://www.whitehouse.gov/ostp/ai-bill-of-rights/
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https://cdt.org/cdt-generative-ai-usage-policy/
https://cdt.org/cdt-generative-ai-usage-policy/
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https://medium.com/the-cooperative-impact-lab/aicasestudy-moveon-74774ccfa947
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https://platform.openai.com/docs/guides/prompt-engineering
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https://claude.ai/
https://copilot.microsoft.com/
https://gemini.google.com/
https://chat.openai.com/
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Dear Elizabeth,

I’m writing to follow up on our conversation just now. Thank you again for taking the 
time to connect. I enjoyed hearing about your plans to travel to the Bay Area next 
week and your upcoming wedding anniversary with Todd. Your passion for electing 
more women to Congress and your roots in Texas inspire me and align closely with 
our campaign’s goals.

As I mentioned on the phone, I am running for Congress in GA-14 to defeat Marjorie 
Taylor Greene. This week, the Cook Political Report updated our race from Likely 
Republican to Leans Republican and cited me as MTG’s toughest opponent yet. You 
can read the article here. I’ve also attached the campaign’s prospectus below with 
more information on the race.

And thank you for considering a contribution of $3,300 to my campaign before our 
upcoming deadline on March 31. You can do so at this link.

Please feel free to call me back at XXX-XXX-XXXX or email Hannah on my team 
at the email above if you have questions. You can also learn more about our 
campaign on our website.

Thanks again. Look forward to staying in touch.

Best,
Kyra

And here’s an example response:

 
 Please review the below bullet points and use the attached email template to 

draft a follow-up email to a prospective donor, Elizabeth, from the perspective of a 
candidate, Kyra Johnson, based on the notes. Stick exactly to the Email Template 
document, only customizing the elements [inside the brackets]. Extra info should 
be no more than 1-2 sentences. Reference the ideas in the sample talking points 
document as appropriate. Include an ask of a $3,300 contribution to the campaign 
with a link to donate (https://example.com/donateKyraforCongress) and embed all 
links directly in the email.

Here are the notes:
- Elizabeth is traveling to the Bay Area next week
- Elizabeth and her husband Todd have a wedding anniversary next week.
- Elizabeth cares deeply about electing more women to Congress
- Elizabeth grew up in Texas

Here’s an example prompt:
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http://example.com/article
https://example.com/donateKyraforCongress
http://example.com/
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https://www.digitalnative.tech/p/the-mobile-revolution-vs-the-ai-revolution
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https://highergroundlabs.com/ai-landscape-report/
https://willthompson.name/what-we-know-about-llms-primer
https://harris.uchicago.edu/files/ai_and_elections_best_practices_no_embargo.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1WPaT8ZcbsDfWO4f7XbMCD2-epCP-BPskDIwLqL0zIhA/edit#heading=h.2359ibkak67g
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1AeTFKh64zWYlhZBZEpNKj8R4dt6ZvW36
https://medium.com/the-cooperative-impact-lab/tagged/ai-for-good
https://medium.com/the-cooperative-impact-lab/tagged/ai-for-good
https://AICampaignGuide.com
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